
 

Robert Hamilton Betts 

BETTS ROBERT HAMILTON Died on February 4, 2021 at age 83 after a long 

decline from Lewy Body Dementia. Sue Betts his wife of 45 year was in close 

attendance with him at Foulkeways at Gwynedd. Bob was an exceptionally 

kind, generous and loving husband, father and grandfather. He graduated 

from the University of Missouri with honors in history, obtaining a masters of 

theology from Episcopal Theological Seminary, and a masters of social work 

and psychology from Washington University in St. Louis. After 10 years as an 

ordained Episcopal parish priest, Bob found his ministry in the administration 

of social service agencies. These included Connecticut Episcopal Social 

Service and The Connecticut Food Bank. He served as executive director of 

Episcopal Community Services in Philadelphia from 1991 until his retirement 

in 2003. At ECS he is remembered as a mentor to employees and an 

advocate for the people this agency serves. After retirement, Bob became 

interested in his family genealogy. To his amazement, he learned of a relative 

Robert Betts, born in 1614 in Bearstead, Kent County, England, who 

emigrated to Somerset, Maryland, then an English colony. He thoroughly 

enjoyed being a grandparent and watching the development of a young child. 

In a home with many doors and closets, he delighted in playing Hide and 

Seek with grandson Will and his friends. Bob continued as a great lover of 

history and of politics. Until late in his life, he could be found stationed 

watching the 6 PM news on his carefully selected TV channel. Bob leaves his 

wife, Susan Brasfield Betts, son Michael Betts, daughters Katherine Betts 

Staggs and Lela E.B. Betts, son-in-law Rob Cope, grandson Will Betts Cope 

and son Andrew B. Brasfield. A private communion service will be held at 

Foulkeways at a later date. The family kindly requests contributions to 

Episcopal Community Services, Endowment Fund, http://www.ecsphilly.org/ 


