
               

After four months of scruffy over gelled styling, I went to get my haircut by my regular guy in February. As the cool 
steel of the clippers touched my scalp, and the buzz vibrated near my ear, I felt my body unclenching in ways I had 
not known it needed. 
 
My haircut reminded me just how much I value someone coming alongside me. It was even more helpful that it  
was an old friend who knew all my stories, you know, the ones you share with the person who cuts your hair.  
I was comforted.
 
In John 15 the word for Spirit is “Parakletos.” A literal translation is “the one 
who comes alongside.” That could be like a lawyer in court, or the person you 
call to comfort you when you are sad. 
 
With the absence of closeness and comfort in this last year of COVID, I have 
realized that having friends and loved ones who hug you, comfort you and sit 
alongside you (closer than 6 feet) is a gift I have so often overlooked. 
 
I have also seen so many creative ministries of “coming alongside” in the last 
year in church life. Phone-trees, Zoom coffee hours, online evening prayer, live-
streamed Eucharists. They have all required un-budgeted investment from our 
churches. We may continue with some of these ministries, as fresh ways for us 
to “come alongside” others. I hope we will all integrate new technology, as well 
as good, old-fashioned hugs, into our spirit-filled ministries in the future.
 
I invite you to make a gift in gratitude for the ways your church has creatively come alongside you in the past year.  
It will be a sign of thanksgiving and an investment in hope for the future.
 
And thank you, David, for my haircut. It was great!  |   
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How has your 
community come 
alongside you in  
the past year? 
  
How have you come 
alongside others?
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