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John 20:21 
Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has

sent me, even so, I will send you."
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WELCOME

GraceKirkwood.org

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church in Kirkwood, a suburb of St. Louis, Missouri. Our
beginnings go back to the mid-nineteenth century when Kirkwood was founded. Most
of Grace’s members are from Kirkwood and surrounding areas.  We are a congregation
who loves the Father and desires to follow in Jesus' footsteps.   

During the past decade we have been a stable congregation under the leadership of
The Rev. Todd McDowell. We are now deeply involved in discerning who our next
rector will be. We have gathered ideas, opinions, hopes and dreams from all our
members in order that we may call a new rector who will find fulfillment with us and
who will help us to move forward in faith. 

We hope you enjoy our Profile and will want to know more about us. We are committed to
the love of Jesus Christ and the good news of scripture. With God's  help we are dedicated to
our community, our children's and youth programs, our fellowship with one another, and
our intention to become a more diverse congregation reflective of the larger community in
which we reside. Our new rector will walk with us on our faith journey as individuals and as a
parish and will aid us as we seek to understand and extend God’s work in the world. We
believe that God’s hand will aid us, and the Holy Spirit will inspire us to call a visionary and
creative spiritual leader who can help us realize this goal.



Our recent electronic survey and Holy Listening sessions have
shown us that we are a “ready” church - one that is willing to do
the work that it will take to grow both in numbers and individual
spirituality. Our experiences with the Invite, Welcome, and
Connect initiative have proven valuable in the past and with
God's help will be used as a basis for developing a strategy to
reach new people and incorporate them into the life of our
community.

We want to be together and support one another as we travel
our individual faith journeys. Relationship building is a key
ingredient in strengthening the opportunities for the Holy Spirit to
move among us. It is vitally important to create opportunities to
form meaningful relationships, to re-establish small groups and
nurture friendships with Jesus' help. 

Although we are a community of faith that has strong clergy-
centered tendencies, we recognize the importance of lay
leadership development. Our Vestry is a mix of older established
members and younger members with children. This is important
as we make the necessary changes to attract families with
children and youth to join our community. While we have many
dedicated members leading ministry, we recognize that we need
to put more emphasis on developing and encouraging lay
leadership.  We want Jesus to be at the center of all we do and
we need a leader that can help us realize this goal.   
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WHO
WE ARE 



God’s Grace, the amazing gift given out of God’s unconditional love for us, has been
reflected in our church, our mission, and our lives since our church was founded.
Grace is more than our name.

Our history as a church family began in 1854 when H. I. Bodley and his family
began a service of lay reading at his home near the Village of Kirkwood. He began
inviting his neighbors to come and join “in our beautiful liturgy.” At first there were
just a few, then more joined “until the two parlors were well filled.” Six years later
they had built a church and it was named “Grace,” which tells much about us then
and now.

We are seeking our 15th rector, and, as many who have gone before, we seek a
good shepherd. We seek a spiritual leader, a pastoral presence, and one who will
encourage us to live out the mission of Jesus, to serve. Over our history, leaders
have believed in us and helped us put down strong roots, building the first church
at Argonne and Taylor in 1860, adding a parish house two blocks north of that
building in 1924, and then, in the 1960s, building our present church at 514 East
Argonne, just two blocks east of our first church, all to serve the people of Grace
and the people in our community.

In 2013, the parish of St. Matthew’s, Warson Woods, merged with Grace to form
one revitalized congregation marked by abundant hospitality and openness to new
beginnings. Our last rector’s work to secure our financial strength has fortified this
foundation and put us in a strong position for the future.

With Jesus as our guide and companion, we have survived and thrived through the
many challenging events that have impacted us from the Civil War to the Pandemic.
As we arise from the Pandemic, we find ourselves optimistic and excited about
what we can become. Despite recent challenges, our commitment to our parish has
strengthened, so we are in excellent shape, and ready to write the next and most
exciting chapter in our long history, confronting the challenges of contemporary life
and better serving the people of God.
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OUR HISTORY 
AMAZING GRACE 



OUR 
COMMUNITY

Kirkwood, Missouri was established in 1853 and today
covers nine square miles with a population of 27,772
(2020 census). Located in St. Louis County, Kirkwood
enjoys above average property values, quality public
and private schools, safe neighborhoods and
exceptional city services. Over 300 acres of parkland
can be found throughout the community, ranging from
a large central park with plentiful amenities to smaller
neighborhood parks.

Kirkwood schools offer an exceptional educational
experience. The Kirkwood School District has one of the
highest graduation rates in the country. This is
attributed to the high quality of education and also to
the spirit of cooperation and commitment to
excellence by parents, teachers, administrators and
residents.

Families settle in Kirkwood for two primary reasons, the
quality and characteristics of the homes and the
safety and comfort of the area. Kirkwood has tree-
canopied streets, sidewalks, historic homes, churches,
a bustling farmers’ market, a library, a new performing
arts center, a quaint shopping district and progressive
shopping centers.

Residents tend to be affluent (median income
$94,067), well educated (63.8% over 25 years old have
a bachelor and/or graduate degree) and a racial
makeup of (White 61.6%; Black 12.4%; Hispanic 18.7%;
Asian 6%; Other/mix 1.3%).

Kirkwood residents take advantage of a wide variety of
cultural and entertainment opportunities available
throughout the St. Louis metropolitan area. For
information regarding all that St. Louis has to offer,
please visit www.explorestlouis.com.
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PARISH
LIFE Sharing the love of Jesus Christ, we grow in

faith to know God more deeply every day.
After connecting with God at the 8 or 10
a.m. services every Sunday, parishioners
gather in the Parish Hall for refreshments. It
is a great time to meet visitors and to
connect with one another. The kitchen at
Grace is always a busy place. Once a
month we prepare a meal, Trinity Hot
Lunch, that is taken to Trinity Episcopal
Church in the Central West End for
distribution to the community. While the
kitchen has been upgraded for use as a
commercial facility and is rented for that
purpose during the week, it remains the
focus of much of parish life.

Every February the youth of the church
raise money for Grace's mission trip with
the Elegant Italian Dinner. They serve
lasagna, salad and dessert as parishioners
dine, bid on the silent auction, and have a
great time. The Parish Hall is also the focus
of the Children's Ministry, hosting pumpkin
carving in October, the Christmas cookie
sale, and other activities.
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The Parish Hall also serves as a focus for our Christmas tree
that is decorated with wishes from needy adults and children.
The youth group sells turkey cookies at Thanksgiving and use
the proceeds to help more families in need.

Adult learners meet at 9 a.m., between Sunday services for
Christian formation. Children meet at 9:45 a.m. for Sunday
School lessons, most recently the Road to Rome project which
they love. The Men's Group meets for breakfast every
Wednesday and the Women's Book Groups meets every
Tuesday at the church to review their latest selections. Both
groups offer great food and fellowship.

Major highlights of the church year include the Christmas
pageant performed by the children of Grace, and the Easter
egg hunt on church grounds after the Easter service. The
parishioners of Grace distribute blessing bags and fill a hunger
barrel donated to the homeless. Another joyful service is the
blessing of the animals on the Feast of Saint Francis. All of
these things bring the congregation joy as God intended.



GRACE
MINISTRIES

GraceKirkwood.org

In-church ministries help us recharge our spirituality and deepen connections so
we can go forth and spread Jesus’ teachings to others outside our church family.

We have a myriad of ways at Grace Episcopal Church to renew ourselves as a faith
community, inspired by the Holy Spirit and in the joy of knowing Jesus. Some
people enjoy serving as lectors, choir singers or in the handbell choir; others find
joy in working with the children in our Sunday School Classes. Some lay people
choose to renew themselves by serving as Eucharistic Ministers, performing
pastoral care or participating in the Community of Hope.

We also invite members and others in the community into the Parish Hall to
contemplate and walk the path of our beautiful labyrinth designed on the
Chartres model. By experiencing compassion, service and empathy with those
within our church community, we are empowered to go out and serve others,
sharing the love of Christ with our neighbors far and wide. 



The radiance of Christ's presence is at the very heart of our worship. It is
grounded in the celebration of the Eucharist using the liturgies from the Book of
Common Prayer, inspiring sermons, the gift of music, and congregational
participation. Our worship services reflect the wide tradition of the Episcopal
Church and a deep awareness that God is with us.

Traditionally, we gather for worship at two primary services every Sunday, at
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. The service at 10 o’clock is live-streamed and recorded,
so parishioners and visitors can worship from home. Children attend Sunday
School at 9:45 a.m. and join the congregation during the Peace and participate
in Communion. A Weekly service is offered every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. with a
healing service the first Tuesday of the Month.

The Episcopal Church’s music, from ancient to modern, is a great gift to the
spiritual life of the Christian faith. With our impressive pipe organ, the music at
Holy Eucharist, Matins, Evensong and the holidays is a treasure we love to share.
Through singers and musicians, Grace Church seeks to serve our parish, our
community, and the Church at large. Grace, also, rings with joy when the three
hand bell choirs play, led by our Director of Handbells, Ella Heigham.

 By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are made one body, 
the body of Christ sent forth to live the Way of Love. 

WORSHIP
& MUSIC
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OUTREACH 

Mary Etta Heggie Youth Mission Trip
High Schoolers raise money to pay

for a trip and give up a week of their
summer to help build a house  for

Habitat for Humanity. 

Trinity Hot Lunch
Grace Parishioners shop, prepare,
and distribute a hot meal to the

hungry monthly at Trinity
Episcopal Church. 

Hands on Kirkwood
We participate in the multi-

church event helping neighbors
with home repairs, clothing,

diaper drive and more.
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Shepherd Center
Volunteer time and dollars 

help provide assistance 
to promote positive aging. 

Kirkcare
Local food pantry serves

over 1,000 diverse
households. 

American Friendsof the
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 

Our Easter offering provides
funds that support children's

medical needs. 

Giving Tree 
The Fischer House STL,  
 Person to Person Street
Ministries, and Kirkwood

School District received gift
cards and gifts to brighten

the Christmas Season. 

Horizons STL 
Academic enrichment

designed to close
opportunity gaps for low-

income students in
Kirkwood. 

PLUS MANY MORE 

In outreach we grow in faith and service to Jesus Christ 



OUR

 

Our financial situation at Grace is on sound footing. This is the result of two successful
capital campaigns designated to improve our facility, reduce our debt, and add funds to our
Legacy Trust. In fact, the proceeds from this trust and our Endowment Trust have
contributed about 28% to our current year’s operating budget. The total worth of these two
Trusts is over $3.4 Million at the end of 2022. Perpetual Grace is an initiative that allows
parishioners to designate Grace in their planned giving. This has been successful and there
are currently over fifty-seven parishioners on our “Leaf” plaque with twelve being added in
the last year alone. The generosity of our parishioners is one of our strengths. We come
forward when there is a need.

We have upgraded our HVAC Systems, replaced our windows, replaced our boilers,
replaced most of our roofs, and upgraded our worship space over the past eleven years.
Because of this, our facility is in great shape and our carbon footprint has been significantly
reduced. We are in maintenance mode now.

Our Operating Budget has been in a balanced mode for the past five years (2018-2022.) Our
total revenues have averaged $635,600 while our total expenses have averaged $632,660
during that same time. Our average actuals for the past five years are $614,465 Revenue
and $615,667 Expenses. We have been able to meet our total Diocesan Assessment for the
past ten years as well. While the number of pledging units has decreased, our average
pledge has increased by 15%. This is a testament to God's goodness and the parish belief in
stewardship. 

These pie charts reflect our 2023 Operating Budget. We added an additional revenue
stream in 2021 by upgrading our kitchen to satisfy Commercial Kitchen requirements and
now have tenants on a regular basis. It is our plan to redirect this revenue to our mission
and outreach ministries.  We are looking forward to the future and how we can further
impact the community around us, those in need.

FINANCES
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DIOCESE
HISTORY
The Diocese of Missouri has approximately 10,000 members and forty-one
congregations. About 75% of its adherents live in the greater St. Louis area. In
1841, the Episcopal congregations already in existence in the state of Missouri
founded the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri. In 1844, the Diocese elected its first
bishop, Cicero Hawks. The Diocese split into two sections during the tenure of
its third bishop, Daniel Tuttle. Missouri bishops held the church together
through the upheavals caused by the Civil War and the Great Depression.
During the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger
moved the church into a very active pro-Civil Rights role.

Over the years, Episcopalians in Missouri struggled with social and cultural
issues such as the adoption of a new Book of Common Prayer, the ordination
of women, same-sex marriages and acceptance of the LGBTQ community.
Some members left the Church over disagreement with these changes. Yet
the Church in Missouri continues to bring new members in who find a strong
affinity with its beliefs and traditions.

On November 19, 2019, The Rt. Rev. Deon Johnson was elected the 11th Bishop
of our Diocese on the first ballot. Bishop Deon has brought renewed energy
and has led us through the difficult times of these last three years. We even
had to postpone and scale back his ordination. He called together a cross
section of parishioners from throughout the Diocese to develop new Mission
and Vision Statements. To support this direction, a Strategic Plan was
developed. This plan has been embraced by the Diocesan Council, and the
initiatives created are being rolled out to parishes within the Diocese. This is
not a cookie cutter approach; it recognizes that there are 41 unique parishes
with one common mission designed to meet the needs of their respective
surrounding communities and cultures.
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 THE RECTOR WE SEEK 
 A spiritual leader and a pastoral presence who inspires and
teaches us to be aware of God in our midst and encourages us to
live out Jesus’ mission in our daily lives—a good shepherd who
walks with us on our journey of faith.
 
A relationship builder who encourages, involves, recognizes, and
motivates staff and lay members to serve the parish using their
God-given talents.

A priest and preacher who treasures the liturgy of the Episcopal
Church, respecting traditional worship practices, while exploring
new expressions in liturgy, prayer, and music.

 A rector who helps the people of Grace to welcome, connect with
and involve the people of the community, visitors and new
members who are establishing a church home at Grace.

A faith leader who will help Grace to follow Jesus and build new
ministries with special attention to people who are on the margins
of society and/or broken by life circumstances.

A careful steward who will work collaboratively with our lay
leadership and Vestry to run the administration, finances of the
church and expanding  internal and external ministries.
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OUR FUTURE

 

As a parish community we will strive for a society that reflects
God’s hope for the world as we follow Jesus’s teaching and actions.

 We will work to renew and revitalize our community, partnering
with people in Kirkwood and the surrounding communities to
share our vision and commitment to service.

With loving inclusion, we will create new opportunities for people
of all ages to form meaningful relationships through small groups,
nurtured friendships, shared meals, and local projects.

 With hearts open, we will involve members in lively spiritual
formation and conversation to help us to feel and express the
presence and love of Jesus in our lives; this will require adding
opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at
every age and stage of life.

We will help Grace to enhance outreach and build new ministries,
with special attention to people who are on the margins of society
and/or broken by life circumstances.

We will make creative changes to established patterns and
processes to meet the needs of families with children and youth
who come to us seeking to grow in faith 
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We will develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to be
radically open to people of all ages and cultural backgrounds and
incorporate them into the life of the church where they will feel at
home.

We will build lay leadership and introduce members to new
leadership possibilities to be creative, energetic, and forward-
thinking in moving Grace to meet essential goals.



GET IN TOUCH 
WITH US

Cover letter stating your desire to join us in discernment
Current Resumé
Current OTM Portfolio
Please answer the following questions with fewer than 200 words for
each question.

If the applicant is recovering from a substance use disorder or other addictive
behavior, that nominee shall have had a minimum of five years of continuous
sobriety and shall actively be working a program of recovery.
Consistent with the Baptismal Covenant, we respect the dignity of all persons;
therefore, no candidate shall be excluded because of race, color, ethnic origin,
immigration status, national origin, sex, marital or family status (including
pregnancy and childcare plans), sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, disabilities, or age.

 If you or someone you know feels called to enter discernment with us 
as we search for our next rector, the following items must be submitted to: 
The Rev. Canon Doris Westfall at dwestfall@diocesemo.org by March 24.

1.What attracts you to Grace Episcopal Church and Kirkwood?
2.Why is now a good time for you to make a change?
3.How have you unlocked the spirituality of your parish?
4. In today’s world, how do you attract and retain the next generation?

What methodology has worked and what would you do differently?

GraceKirkwood.org

Please direct materials to The Rev. Canon Doris Westfall 
dwestfall@diocesemo.org

mailto:dwestfall@diocesemo.org



