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Welcome 
 

In the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, we welcome you to worship in the Episcopal 
tradition. During the liturgy there are times when the congregation is directed to kneel or 
stand for significant periods. If you are unable to do so, please know that you are welcome 
to be seated. 
 

Masks must be worn by everyone when approaching the church and inside the church, 
covering both the nose and mouth (except for those under 2 years of age). 

 

Music is considered an element of prayer and is therefore an important part of worship. 
At this time, masks are worn while singing during worship. 

 

Offerings may be made on-line at www.gracekirkwood.org/give-to-grace. 
 

Hearing assistance is available; please ask an usher. 
 
 

We enter into silence in preparation for worship 
and request that you silence cell phones and similar devices. 



 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  

The Voluntary                  Prelude in C minor              Felix Mendelssohn 
                                                           (1809-1847)  
 
 

Hymn                                                         Merton 
Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild restless sea; 
day by day his voice still calls us saying, 'Christian, follow me.' 

 

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
Jesus calls, in cares and pleasures, 'Christian, love me more than these.' 

 

Jesus calls us: by your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call, 
give our hearts in glad obedience, serve and love you best of all. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

Celebrant     Blessed be God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People        And blessed be God’s reign, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Gloria in excelsis                                                 John Lee 
 

 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
        we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
      you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
      you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
      you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray. 
 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world 
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The First Lesson  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 

A heartfelt response of God’s people to God’s word is read aloud to the community restored from exile.  
 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe 
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and 
all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He 
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, 
"Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, 
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And 
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not 
mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he 
said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Psalm 19   Cæli enarrant                           David Haas 
 

                 Cantor, then All. 
 

 
 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; 
            the Lord’s rule is to be trusted, the simple find wisdom. 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever; 
         the decrees of the Lord are true, all of them just.      
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the heart, 
the command of the Lord is clear, giving light to the eye. 

 

They are worth more than gold, than the finest gold, 
 sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

 
The Second Lesson  I Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

The Apostle Paul compares the community of the Church to a body, each individual member necessary to the 
body as a whole.  
 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, 
the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, 
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye 
cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no 
need of you." On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with 
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas 
our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving 
the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body 



 

of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms 
of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.  
 
The Gospel Acclamation                                                                   Phillip Brunswick 
 

 
 

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
and to proclaim liberty to captives. 

 

The Holy Gospel    Luke 4:14-21 

 

Jesus begins his ministry by proclaiming God’s word to his hometown community. 
 

Priest      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised 
by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 
written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled 
up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing." 
 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon                                                                      The Reverend Todd S. McDowell 

 

 
 
 



 

The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made,  
       of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People — The People kneel. 
 

Celebrant Baptized into one body, let us earnestly call on God for the needs, concerns, and 
hopes of the world.   

 



 

Intercessor  For Deon our Bishop, Todd and Virginia our Priests, and for the Staff and Vestry 
of this parish; for The Anglican Church of Bangladesh and Paul their Archbishop; 
for this holy gathering, and for all the holy people of God. Lord, revealed in the 
world … 

People  hear our prayer.  
 

Intercessor  For all nations and their leaders; for healthcare workers; for those serving in the 
military; for first responders; for those who have responsibilities in public life, and 
for reconciliation and peace in the world. Lord, revealed in the world … 

People  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor We pray for Bev, Diane, Johnny, Brooks, Ethel, Virginia, Donna, Ron, Levi, 
Mike, David, Mary Etta, Ginger, Carol and Ted, Chris and for those we name 
aloud…., have compassion on all those who suffer from any grief or trouble; for 
travelers and refugees, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the 
oppressed, and for those in prison. Lord, revealed in the world… 

People  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead.  Lord, revealed in the world … 
People  hear our prayer.  
 

Intercessor We give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and make us faithful 
stewards of your great bounty, and for those thanksgivings we name aloud….. 
Lord, revealed in the world… 

People  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  Lifting our voices with all creation, Saint Matthew and all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

People  To you, O Lord.  
 

Celebrant God of all peoples, hear the prayers of your faithful and send your Spirit with us 
as we proclaim good news to the poor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Confession of Sin  

Celebrant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

  Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  

  in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  

      and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  



 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
      have mercy on us and forgive us;  
      that we may delight in your will,  

            and walk in your ways, 
            to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Anthem at the Offertory                                  James Biery  
                    (b. 1956) 
 

  O salutaris hostia, Quae caeli pandas ostium: 
  Bella premunt hostilia, Da robber fer auxilium.   
  Uni trinoque Domino Sit sempiterna gloria: 
  Qui vitam sine termino Nobis donet in patria. Amen. 
 

  O saving Victim, opening wide the gate of Heaven to us below; 
  Our foes press hard on every side; Your aid supply; Your strength bestow. 
  To your great name be endless praise, Immortal Godhead, One in Three. 
  O grant us endless length of days, In our true native land with thee. Amen. 
   
 

Hymn                                                                                                           Puer nobis 
 

To God the Father, heavenly Light, to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise our equal and unceasing praise. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
Eucharistic Prayer B                         Expansive Language 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

Celebrant   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth …  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:   
 

Sanctus Peter Latona 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people kneel. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent 
Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

 We remember Christ’s death,  
 We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
 We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Matthew our patron and all 



 

your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fraction Anthem  Ambrosian Chant 
            

Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

 

The Communion of the People 
 

For those who are not able to receive the Sacrament, we invite you to make a Spiritual Communion. 
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we 
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that 
we may always be united to you. And since all the faithful cannot receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to 
come spiritually into all our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all the love of our souls. 
Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the 
life to come. Amen. 
 

Music at the Communion                                           Lloyd Larson 
                                                   Break Thou the Bread of Life                                       (b. 1954)  
  

The Post-communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 



 

The Blessing  
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                                                                           Laudate Dominum 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know; 

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
The captives are freed, the sinners find place, 

The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share; 
And hope is awakened in place of despair. 

 

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
           People respond   Thanks be to God!  
 
The Voluntary               Praeludium et Fuga in F         Johann Casper Simon 
                                                           (1701-1776) 
 

All music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-707296. All rights reserved. 
 

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Ann & Brent VanConia 
in honor of Brody Ruhwedel’s 1st birthday, January 21st. 

 
TODAY’S MINISTERS 

Celebrant  The Reverend Virginia L. Bennett  

Preacher The Reverend Todd S. McDowell 

Organist & Choir Master Phillip Brunswick 

Cantor Lisa Kohler 

Handbells Gloria Deo Choir 

Lector Carla Kurth 

Intercessor Brian Roche 

Crucifer  



 

Altar Guild Directress Rebecca Harrison 

 Head of Ushers          Richard Russell 

 Videographer Tom Petrie 

 
The Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 

 

2022                   2023                         2024 
 

Mike Casey                  Lyn Ballard                                           John Adams 
caseymj@wustl.edu                 lynballard@att.net                                   john.adams360@yahoo.com 
314.974.7868 (C)                                 314.604-3620 (C)                                     314.517-6702 
 

Pat O’Brien                   Rebecca Harrison, Junior Warden               Kelly Eschenroeder 
pmobri@gmail.com                  rharri7176@aol.com                                 kelly.esch@icloud.com 

636.236.7809 (C)                                 314.791.7149 (C)                                      314.304.8513 (C) 
 

Susan Reis                  Chris Ludbrook, Senior Warden                  Ann VanConia 
susan.s.reis@gmail.com                 christopher_ludbrook@yahoo.com          avanconia19@gmail.com 
314.494.8636 (C)                                 314.226.5352 (C)                                       314.780-0120 
 
          Tim Engelbrecht, Treasurer  Sue Nixon, Clerk 
          tseiu80@aol.com   tmnkwd@charter.net     
          314.616.6840 (C)                                     314.852.6264 (C) 
 

 
 
 

The Reverend Todd S. McDowell, Rector  
(todd.mcdowell@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 14 

 
The Reverend Virginia L. Bennett, Priest Associate 

(virginia.bennett@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 12 
 

Phillip Brunswick, Organist & Choir Master  
(phillip.brunswick@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 21 

 
Shari Bonham, Director of Development & Ministries Coordinator 

(shari.bonham@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 10 
 

Ella Heigham, Director of Handbells  
(ella.heigham@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 36 
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