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Welcome 
 

Welcome to Grace Church – we are glad you are here! Whether you are a regular attender or 
first-time visitor, we hope today you find here a place to draw close to God. We welcome all 
as we gather to seek God through word, prayer, and sacrament. We seek to fulfill our baptismal 
commitment to love, serve, and treat each person with dignity. Service information is found 
in this leaflet, additionally, we use the red Book of Common Prayer and the blue Hymnal in 
your pew. 

 

Prayer requests to be published for the community should be given to the parish office. 
 

Offerings may be made on-line at www.gracekirkwood.org/give-to-grace. 
 

Hearing assistance is available; please ask an usher. 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

Prelude                                               Sleepers, Wake!                                               J. S. Bach 
 

Hymn  73            The King Shall Come                                          St. Stephen 
 

THE LIGHTING OF  THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

THE WORD OF GOD                         
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Celebrant       Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirt. 
People           And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Collect for Purity                          
 

Gloria in excelsis  S280 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray.                   
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

The First Reading                                              Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples 
shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion 
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
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nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 
of the Lord! 
Lector    The Word of The Lord.            People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 122  
 

I was glad when they said to me,  
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
 

Now our feet are standing  
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city  
that is at unity with itself; 
 

To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord,  
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the Lord. 
 

For there are the thrones of judgment,  
the thrones of the house of David. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  
"May they prosper who love you. 
 

Peace be within your walls  
and quietness within your towers. 
 

For my brethren and companions' sake,  
I pray for your prosperity. 
 

Because of the house of the Lord our God,  
I will seek to do you good." 
 

The Second Reading                                                Romans 13:11-14 
  

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as 
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Lector    The Word of The Lord.                People     Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Sequence Hymn 56 vs. 1-3    O Come, O Come Emmanuel                 Veni Emmanuel  
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                        Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Priest      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                           The Rev. Erin Pickersgill 
    

The Nicene Creed                                                 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                  Page 389 
 

Please omit petitions with bars in the margin. 
 

The Confession of Sin  

Please kneel as you are able.  
Celebrant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Silence may be kept. 
 

  Most merciful God,  
      we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
      and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
      have mercy on us and forgive us;  
      that we may delight in your will,  

            and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

        The Absolution 
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The Peace 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Celebrant    The peace of Lord be always with you. 

People     And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offertory                     Reflections on “E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”               Paul Manz 
 

Doxology Hymn 380 v 3 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  A                                                                              page 361 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Following the Sanctus please stand or kneel. 
 

Sanctus  S129 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Communion of the People 
 
 

All are invited to receive communion.  

Gluten-free Bread is available upon request. Inform an usher if communion in the pew is needed. 
 
 

Hymn During Communion I Want To Walk As A Child of the Light - arr. John A. Behnke 
                      

The Post-Communion Prayer                                      

Celebrant    Let us pray. 
  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



7 

 

 
The Blessing 
 

May you be fully awake, for God's salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers. 
 

May you walk in the light of Christ and learn his ways of peace. 
 

May the Holy Spirit cast away the works of darkness and clothe you with the armor of light.  
 

And the blessing of our gracious God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
and enlighten you, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Hymn 67                                          Comfort, Comfort.                                              Psalm 42 
 

The Dismissal       
Celebrant     Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People     Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                  Comfort, Comfort                                            John Leavitt 

 
 

Given to the Glory of God by Amy Kilpatric & Mike Lillmars  
In Memory of Kim Kilpatric Emerson.  
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Episcopal Diocese of Missouri 
The Right Reverend Deon K. Johnson, Bishop 

 
 
 

 
STAFF 

 
The Rev. Dr. Lisa M. Corry, Rector 

(lisa.corry@gracekirkwood.org)  
978-590-8382  

 
The Rev. Erin Pickersgill, Associate Priest 
(Erin.Pickersgill@gracekirkwood.org) 

314-750-7486 
 

Betsy Lauber, Office Manager 
(Elizabeth.lauber@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 10 

 
Cindy Heyer, Bookkeeper 

(finance@gracekirkwood.org) ext. 11 
 

Ella Heigham, Director of Handbells  
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